
 

 

MINUTES 

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

PRE-MEETING @ 6:00 PM 

July 28, 2020 @ 7:00PM 

 
The Human Relations Commission met for a pre-meeting study session on Tuesday, July 28, 2020 at 6:00 pm via 

Zoom for a work study session. 

The following items were discussed: 
 

1. Citizen Review Commission Discussion 
2. Planning & Goals for the HRC Discussion 
3. Other items as time permitted 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:00 pm 

Mayor Heath explained that she would start the meeting and when the Chair is selected that person will take over 

the meeting. 

 

The Commission began the regularly scheduled meeting via Zoom at 7:00 pm. 

 

Official proceedings of the July 28, 2020 regular meeting of the Human Relations Commission, 

Adrian, Michigan. 

 
The regular meeting was opened with a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT: Mayor Heath, Commissioners Patton, Ramos, Boone, Carter, Harvat, Cavasos-Frank, 

Benard and Barron 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

On a motion by Commissioner Ramos and seconded by Commissioner Boone the minutes of 
the February 25, 2020 meeting will be approved at the next meeting on August 25, 2020. 

APPROVAL OF REGULAR MEETING AGENDA 

On a motion by Commissioner Boone and seconded by Commissioner Ramos the agenda for 
the meeting was approved by a 9-0 vote. 

REGULAR AGENDA 

Swearing in of new commissioners. 

City Clerk Robin Connor mentioned to the Commission that they would have to come in to City Hall 
and sign the Oath of Office form. 

The Commission was then sworn in by Clerk Connor. 

Accept the resignations of Idalí Feliciano and Hope Bernard. 

Mayor Heath asked for a motion to accept the resignation of Idali Feliciano and Hope Bernard.  
They were on the Commission and resigned during the pandemic.  Asked to accept the resignation 
before they begin appointing new positions.   

On a motion by Commissioner Harvat, and seconded by Commissioner Ramos, the motion to 
accept the resignation of Idali Feliciano and Hope Bernard was approved by a 9-0 vote. 



 

 

Commissioner Patton thanked them for their service.  Mayor Heath thanked them for all they have 

done.  Commissioner Benard felt that a letter should be sent thanking them. 

Appoint a chairperson for the HRC.  

Commisioner Ramos made a motion to nominate Commissioner Boone. 

Commissioner Boone accepted the nomination. 

Commissioner Harvat made a motion to nominate Andrea Benard. 

Commissioner Benard accepted the nomination. 

Commissioners Boone and Benard gave a brief description of their backgrounds.   

On a motion by Commissioner Ramos, and seconded by Commissioner Carter, the motion to 

nominate Commissioner Boone as Chairperson failed by a 4 yes, 5 no vote. 

YES: Commissioners Ramos, Boone, Carter and Cavasos-Frank 

NO: Mayor Heath, Commissioners Patton, Harvat, Benard and Barron 

On a motion by Commissioner Carter, and seconded by Commissioner Barron, the motion to 
nominate Commissioner Benard as Chairperson was approved by an 7 yes and 2 abstention vote. 

YES: Mayor Heath, Commissioners Patton, Boone, Carter, Harvat, Cavasos-Frank and Barron 

ABSTAIN:  Commissioners Benard, Boone 

Commissioner Benard asked Mayor Heath to finish the meeting. 

Appoint a vice chairperson for the HRC. 

Commissioner Boone nominated Commissioner Ramos. 

Commissioner Ramos accepted the nomination. 

Commissioner Harvat nominated Commissioner Boone. 

Commissioner Boone asked a question about how long the term is for positions. 

Mayor Heath asked former Commissioners about term limits.   

Commissioner Benard explained what the terms were given in the past.  She also commented 

that they were four-year terms. 

Commissioner Boone did not accept the nomination. 

On a motion by Commissioner Barron, and seconded by Commissioners Harvat & Carter, the 
motion to nominate Commissioner Ramos as Vice Chairperson was approved by a 9-0 vote. 

Appoint a Secretary for the HRC. 

Commissioner Ramos nominated Commissioner Boone. 

Commissioner Boone accepted the nomination. 



 

 

Commissioner Harvat nominated Commissioner Patton. 

Commissioner Patton accepted the nomination. 

Commissioner Patton accepted the nomination with Commissioner Boone offering his assistance. 

On a motion by Commissioner Boone, and seconded by Commissioner Benard & Harvat, the 

motion to nominate Commissioner Patton as Secretary was approved by a 9-0 vote. 

Appoint a Secretary Pro-Tem for the HRC. 

Mayor Heath nominated Commissioner Boone. 

Commissioner Boone accepted the nomination. 

Commissioner Benard nomination Commissioner Cavasos-Frank. 

Commissioner Cavasos-Frank accepted the nomination. 

Commissioner Benard asked Commissioner Boone if he would accept the nomination for Treasurer 

instead. 

On a motion by Commissioner Ramos, and seconded by Commissioner Patton, the motion to 
nominate Commissioner Boone as Secretary Pro-Tem failed by a 1 yes, 7 no and 1 abstention vote. 

YES: Commissioners Ramos 

NO: Mayor Heath, Commissioners Patton, Carter, Harvat, Cavasos-Frank, Benard and Barron 

ABSTAIN:  Commissioner Boone 

On a motion by Commissioner Benard, and seconded by Commissioner Ramos, the motion to 
nominate Commissioner Cavasos-Frank as Secretary Pro-Tem was approved by a 9 -0 vote. 

Appoint a Treasurer for the HRC. 

Commissioner Harvat along with Commissioner Ramos nominated Commissioner Boone. 

Commissioner Boone accepted the nomination. 

COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

Mayor Heath felt that he could ease into the position and learn the Human Relations 

Commission and really grasp it, but does not want him to be to overwhelmed.  Thanked him for his 
service and all that he does in the community.  Felt that this would be a really great position for him.  

On a motion by Commissioner Ramos, and seconded by Commissioner Harvat, the motion to 
nominate Commissioner Boone as Treasurer was approved by an 9 -0 vote. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Ken Tokarz 

City Resident 
 
Mentioned a few topics he would like to see addressed: 
 

o Add political views to the list of items specifically the cannabis ordinance and city spending.  



 

 

o Look at a Charter Amendment 

 
▪ Charter from 1957 
▪ Doesn’t feel the east side of Adrian is represented because it is an at large 

election system 
▪ Feels we should go back to precincts 

 
o Transparency and blight 

 
o Need a third party to look at what is going on 

 

o Meetings & Agendas – In the minutes he feels that the city censors what people say and if 
they don’t like what someone is saying the city does not include them, but if they like what 
they hear they do. 

 
COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

Commissioner Benard commented that she appreciated being nominated and selected to be the Chair 

Person.  Believes in a team and that they need to work together for the good of this community, east 
and west side.  Mentioned there are challenges they face and they will be working towards those goals 
the Mayor and the City dictates. 

Mayor Heath mentioned that they had a lot of work to do and a lot they are looking to accomplish and 
that it is going to be great for the community.  Thanked them for their service, commitment and time.  
Feels honored to serve alongside of them. 

Commissioner Patton thanked Mayor Heath for being on the commission. 

MOTION TO ADJOURN: 7:50 PM 

The motion to adjourn was approved by an all yes vote. 

Minutes submitted by Robin Connor 
City Clerk 

 


